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RULE 2-2-4 CORRECTION

If the ball becomes deflated during play, it is declared dead where it 
was last played and the game is resumed by a drop ball between 
any number of opposing players at the spot where it was last 
played.  If the ball becomes deflated within the goal area, then the 
ball is dropped between any number of opposing players subject to 
the provisions of Rule 9-2-2.
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RULE 3-4-3

The clock shall be stopped when a substitute by the team 
in the lead is beckoned onto the field in the final five 
minutes of the second period, in the fourth quarter (if the 
game is played in quarters) and in the second period of the 
overtime.
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RULE 7-4-3

The clock shall be stopped when a substitute by the team 
in the lead is beckoned onto the field in the final five 
minutes of the second period only, the second period of 
overtime and the fourth period (if the state plays in 
quarters.)

www.nfhs.org



2019-20 NFHS

SOCCER 
RULES CHANGES



Rule Change

RULE 4-3 IMPROPERLY EQUIPPED

Improperly Equipped Players (18-1-1u)
 Cautions will not be issued for improperly equipped player(s).

 If not immediately correctable, improperly equipped player(s) shall be 
instructed to leave the field of play when the ball next ceases to be in 
play. The player(s) may be replaced. The removed player(s), if not 
replaced, may re-enter at the next dead ball only after reporting to an 
official, who shall be satisfied the player’s equipment and uniform are 
in order. Play shall not be stopped for an infringement of this rule 
except that the referee may stop play immediately where there is a 
dangerous situation.
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Rule Change

4-3 IMPROPERLY EQUIPPED

An improperly equipped player is wearing legal 
equipment that is being worn incorrectly or becomes 
illegal during play.
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Rule Change

RULE 5-3-1D ADVANTAGE SIGNAL

The officials shall: 
(d) call out "play on" and, with an underswing of one or both 
arms, indicate a foul which was observed but shall go unpenalized 
because penalizing the offending team would give an advantage to 
the offending team. If the referee applies the advantage, which 
was anticipated but does not develop at that time, the referee 
shall penalize the original offense.
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Rule Change

5-3-1d ADVANTAGE SIGNAL
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Use of one arm 
to signal 
advantage is 
permitted.



Rule Change

RULE 7-4-3 TIME-OUT AND IN - NEW

The clock shall be stopped when a substitute by the 
team in the lead is beckoned onto the field in the 
final five minutes of the second period only, the 
second period of overtime and the fourth period (if 
the state plays in quarters.)
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Rule Change

7-4-3 TIME-OUT AND IN
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The clock shall be stopped 
when a substitute by the 
team in the lead is 
beckoned on the field in the 
final five minutes of the 
second period only during 
regulation time , the second 
period of overtime and the 
fourth period (if the state 
plays in quarters).



Rule Change

RULE 3-4-3 SUBSTITUTIONS - NEW

The clock shall be stopped when a substitute by the 
team in the lead is beckoned on the field in the final 
five minutes of the second period only, in the second 
period of overtime or in the fourth quarter (when 
quarters are used.)
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Rule Change

3-4-3 SUBSTITUTIONS
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 The clock shall be stopped 
when a substitute by the 
team in the lead is 
beckoned onto the field in 
the final five minutes of the 
second period, in the fourth 
quarter (if the game is 
played in quarters) and in 
the second period of the 
overtime.



Rule Change

RULE 9-2-1 DROP BALL

The game is restarted with a drop ball:
 a. when the ball is caused to go out of bounds by two opponents 

simultaneously;
 b. when the ball becomes deflated;
 c. following temporary suspension of play for an injury or unusual 

situation and a goalkeeper is not in possession of the ball.
 d. when simultaneous fouls of the same degree occur by opponents.
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Rule Change

9-2-1   DROP BALL

Unless a goalkeeper is in possession of the ball, the restart following a temporary 
suspension of play for an injury or unusual situation is a drop ball.
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Rule Change

RULE 9-2-3 DROP BALL

The ball is dropped by an official from waist 
level to the ground. Any number of players 
may contest a dropped ball (including the 
goalkeepers); a referee cannot decide who 
may contest a dropped ball or its outcome.
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Rule Change

9-2-3   DROP BALL 

Any number of players may contest a dropped ball, 
including goalkeepers.
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Rule Change

RULE 9-2-5 DROP BALL NEW

The ball shall be dropped again if it touches a player 
before it touches the ground or leaves the field of 
play after it touches the ground without touching a 
player.
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Rule Change

9-2-5 DROP BALL 

The dropped ball is repeated if it touches a player before it touches the ground or 
it leaves the field of play before it is touched. 
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Rule Change

RULE 9-2-6 DROP BALL NEW

If a dropped ball enters the goal without touching at 
least two players, play is restarted with a goal kick if 
it enters the opponent’s goal or a corner kick if it 
enters the team's own goal, depending on which 
player touched the ball last.
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Rule Change

9-2-6  DROP BALL 

A goal cannot be scored directly from a drop ball; the ball must touch 
at least two players before entering the goal.

www.nfhs.org



Rule Change

RULE 9-3 DROP BALL

In case of a temporary suspension due to injury or 
any unusual situation the game shall be started by a 
drop ball at the point where the ball was when the 
play was suspended (except as noted in 14-1-7), 
provided the ball was not in the goal area and not 
in the possession of the goalkeeper.  12-8-2
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SOCCER MAJOR
EDITORIAL CHANGE
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Editorial Change

RULE 4-2-6 OTHER EQUIPMENT

Hearing aids worn in or behind the ears, including 
cochlear implants, are legal provided that the device 
does not create the threat of injury.
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Editorial Change

4-2-4   EQUIPMENT

Cochlear implants can be worn if they do not provide a 
threat of injury to players. 
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THANK YOU AND HAVE A GREAT SEASON

National Federation of State High School Associations
PO Box 690 | Indianapolis, IN 46206

Phone: 317-972-6900 | Fax: 317.822.5700
www.nfhs.org | www.nfhslearn.com
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